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Residents evacuate in Vinton, Sunland
Leonard Martinez / El Paso Times

Tuesday's rainstorm and subsequent flooding led to evacuations in some areas of west El Paso County.

The entire village of Vinton -- about 2,100 people -- was asked to evacuate because of the flooding. 

"The arroyos have already overflowed and the retention pond is full, and if that spills over, we won't have a 
way of rescuing them," Vinton Clerk Jessica Garza said.

Canutillo Elementary School and the Canutillo Independent School District's administrative building were 
designated shelters.

The Sunland Park Fire Department said residents in the Santa Teresita and Gibson-Veck area of Sunland
Park were evacuated as a precaution because those areas are near the Rio Grande, where flooding was 
possible.

Doniphan, from the Canutillo area all the way to Vinton, was underwater. Motorists had to find alternative 
routes.

Canutillo resident Isabel Figueroa said she has lived near Trans Mountain and Doniphan for nearly 20 years 
and had never before seen Doniphan suffer so much water damage.

"It looks like a river," she said. "We need the rain. Too bad we are not prepared for it."

At least six streets in Vinton were flooded and impassable, and some homes had as much as five feet of water 
in them, Garza said.

In Vinton, front-end loaders were used to carry residents to higher ground, El Paso County Sheriff's Office 
spokesman Rick Glancey said. 

Deputies had to look for alternative ways to assist the people because the deputies' vehicles were getting 
stuck in the wet roads. Some of the deputies even had to be rescued themselves when their vehicles stalled 

along the flooded roads.

Erika Rizo walked in water that rose up to her 
thighs to get to the front door of her mother's 
mobile home in Canutillo. 

"She was having a panic attack and called to 
tell us to come help," said Lilly Herrera, Rizo's 
sister.

Rizo and Herrera stood in the middle of the 
street in water well above their knees to take 
pictures of themselves while Rizo's children 
splashed in the water.

"This is history. It's the first time I've ever seen
this happen. It's amazing," Rizo said.

Ernesto Martinez, whose mother-in-law also 
lives in Canutillo, was all business. He spent 
most of the day stacking sandbags near his 
home's front door. 

He also moved items off the floor inside the 
house.

"The sofas are on top of the kitchen table. We are trying to keep things as dry as possible because the water 
has gotten into the house," Martinez said.

Leonard Martinez may be reached at lmartinez@elpasotimes.com; 546-6152.

El Paso Times reporter Tammy Fonce-Olivas contributed to this story.
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